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Wednesday, September 27, 2000, at 9:30
a.m. in room 485 of the Russell Senate
Building to conduct a hearing on S.
2052, a bill to establish a demonstration
project to authorize the integration
and coordination of Federal funding
dedicated to community, business, and
the economic development of Native
American communities to be followed
immediately by a business meeting to
markup pending committee bills.

Those wishing additional information
may contact committee staff at 202/224–
2251.

f

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR
Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President I ask

unanimous consent that Ms. Kimbriel
Dean be allowed on the floor for the du-
ration of my remarks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the privilege
of the floor be granted to David
Sarokin, a fellow on my staff, during
the pendency of S. 2045, the H–1B visa
bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

MEASURE READ FOR THE FIRST
TIME—H.R. 5203

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I under-
stand that H.R. 5203 is at the desk, and
I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill for the first
time.

The bill clerk read as follows:
A bill (H.R. 5203) to provide for reconcili-

ation pursuant to sections 103(a)(2), 103(b)(2),
and 213(b)(2)(C) of the concurrent resolution
on the budget for fiscal year 2001 to reduce
the public debt and to decrease the statutory
limit on the public debt, and to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for
retirement security.

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I now ask
for its second reading, and I object to
my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

The bill will be read the second time
on the next legislative day.

f

INTERCOUNTRY ADOPTION ACT OF
2000

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent the Chair lay before the
Senate a message from the House of
Representatives to accompany H.R.
2909.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
Resolved, That the House agree to the

amendment of the Senate to the bill, H.R.
2909, entitled ‘‘An Act to provide for imple-
mentation by the United States of the Hague
Convention on Protection of Children in Co-
operation in Respect of Intercountry Adop-
tion, and for other purposes,’’ with an
amendment.

Mr. ENZI. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate agree to the amend-
ment of the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LEAHY. Will the Senator yield?
Mr. ENZI. I yield.
Mr. LEAHY. Regarding the last bill

that went through, I want to take a
moment to compliment a colleague of
mine from Massachusetts, Congress-
man DELAHUNT, who has worked so
hard and so diligently. It will give me
a great deal of pleasure to tell him it
has passed. I thank my friend.

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I am ex-
tremely pleased that today the Senate
is giving advice and consent to the
Hague Convention on Intercountry
Adoption, and approval to the related
implementing legislation.

The Senate’s approval of these meas-
ures will send both of them to the
President for his signature. This is
good news for American parents look-
ing to adopt overseas, and good news
for the thousands of orphaned children
overseas looking for loving homes.

This treaty is important for a very
simple reason—it will help facilitate
international adoptions and provide
important safeguards for children and
adoptive parents. It is a good thing
when the government can make things
easier for its citizens—in this case,
adoptive parents. An adoption is a joy-
ous occasion, but the current system
can be confusing and present uncer-
tainties.

The Hague Convention establishes a
uniform system for adopting children
from other countries—so that both
adoptive parents and biological parents
have the assurance that an adoption is
being done right. The Hague Conven-
tion and the implementing bill also es-
tablish mechanisms for improved gov-
ernmental oversight for international
adoptions—in order to guard against
fraud and other problems associated
with such adoptions.

The implementing legislation is the
product of compromise between a num-
ber of people—the Chairman of the For-
eign Relations Committee, Senator
HELMS, Senator LANDRIEU, Senator
BROWNBACK, and myself, and several
people in the other body, including
Chairman BEN GILMAN, and Represent-
ative SAM GEJDENSON, BILL DELAHUNT,
and DAVE CAMP. None of us got all that
we wanted. But I believe we have a
good product here. I want to express
my appreciation to them and their
staffs for the hard work that went into
the drafting of this bill. Several people
in the executive branch, too numerous
to mention, also contributed greatly to
this bill.

Now the hard work of putting the
promise of the Hague Convention into
reality begins. The executive branch
will have much to do in implementing
this treaty, and Congress will have a
duty to oversee this work closely. But
today we are taking an important step
for parents and children—a step about
which we can all be proud.

f

EXECUTIVE SESSION—TREATIES
Mr. ENZI. I ask unanimous consent

that the Senate proceed to executive

session to consider the following trea-
ties on today’s Executive Calendar:

Nos. 15, 17, 18, and 19.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without

objection, it is so ordered.
The clerk will report.
The legislative clerk read as follows:
Treaty Document No. 105–1, Convention On

Protection of Children and Co-operation In
Respect of Intercountry Adoption;

Treaty Document No. 106–8, Convention
(No. 176) Concerning Safety and Health in
Mines;

Treaty Document No. 106–14, Food Aid Con-
vention 1999;

Treaty Document No. 105–48, Inter-Amer-
ican Convention On Sea Turtles.

Mr. ENZI. I further ask unanimous
consent that the treaties be considered
as having passed through their various
parliamentary stages up to and includ-
ing the presentation of the resolutions
of ratification; all committee provisos,
reservations, understandings, and dec-
larations be considered agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The treaties will be considered to
have passed through their various par-
liamentary stages up to and including
the resolutions of ratification.

The resolutions of ratification read
as follows:
CONVENTION ON PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND

COOPERATION IN RESPECT OF INTERCOUNTRY
ADOPTION

Resolved (two-thirds of the Senators present
concurring therein), That the Senate advise
and consent to the ratification of the Con-
vention on Protection of Children and Co-op-
eration in Respect of Intercountry Adoption,
adopted and opened for signature at the con-
clusion of the seventeenth session of the
Hague Conference on Private International
Law on May 29, 1993 (Treaty Doc. 105–51)
(hereinafter, ‘‘The Convention’’), subject to
the declarations of subsection (a) and sub-
section (b).

(a) DECLARATIONS.—The Senate’s advice
and consent is subject to the following dec-
larations, which shall be included in the in-
strument of ratification.

(1) NON-SELF EXECUTING CONVENTION.—The
United States declares that the provisions of
Articles 1 through 39 of the Convention are
non self-executing.

(2) PERFORMANCE OF REQUIRED FUNCTIONS.—
The United States declares, pursuant to Ar-
ticle 22(2), that in the United States the Cen-
tral Authority functions under Articles 15–21
may also be performed by bodies or persons
meeting the requirements of Articles 22(2)(a)
and (b). Such bodies or persons will be sub-
ject to federal law and regulations imple-
menting the Convention as well as state li-
censing and other laws and regulations appli-
cable to providers of adoption services. The
performance of Central Authority functions
by such approved adoption service providers
would be subject to the supervision of the
competent federal and state authorities in
the United States.

(b) DECLARATIONS.—The Senate’s advice
and consent is subject to the following dec-
larations, which shall be binding on the
President:

(1) DEPOSIT OF INSTRUMENT.—The President
shall not deposit the instrument of ratifica-
tion for the Convention until such time as
the federal law implementing the Conven-
tion is enacted and the United States is able
to carry out all the obligations of the Con-
vention, as required by its implementing leg-
islation.
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